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| N this day, in the laſt ley 950 
were pleaſed to call m 

94 predch. to you from the farmer 
part of this vetſe; which led 
me ro'difcourſe conderning the 
Vork afd duty of prayer, Rich, 
at yout requeſt, was publiſhed to the world; 
8 how, at your freſh inſtances, I amn db. 

red 16 infift upon the latter part of it, 
which regards the duty of ſinging; and, "I 
fince tlie text and context wete o dend 0 far 
ab was neceſſary, 1 on miy former diſcourſe; I 
| ſhall immediately Abby to the conſideration 
of the ſubject before me; which I ant handle 
in 10 following ——— Py 


* 


- EO 
WIN 


| the, Va 
hog and. ſhout for jo Jo y or are exhorted to it: 


I. Prove that 4t 4s an As ear not — 
fined to 2 Old Teſtament diſpenſa- 


mt uire hee. che 5 jet matter of 
Honky or wa chat is N is to * 1 


N 1 $A \ i AL 2 WV? Py N 0 i 


du ND 


vv TA fa e you d th e Perſons ho are 


Al . . ® > 
V. — the manger; eh or- 
dinance ſhould be perfot n 


Os hy Amy to. ſhow you what is finging, or 
oFbar i the common idea we baye, r can 
251 15 Singing. may be cop er'd'cjther 


an f. proper, or, in an improper f ez When 


005 vii pled, improperly, "tis aſpride(} to ol 


— bd Miyare, .creatyres.:, 90 the heavens, - 


Earth“, mountains, foreſts, the trees of yo 
god, che paſtures clothed with flocks, and 
lies covered with corn, are hit to 


:Ang it is $3 in this improper ſenſe. that the 
1 heart. js, ſaid to ſing z, as when fob ſays?, 1 


; r6@ufed the widows heart to fing. for Joy that 


üs, greatly to rejoice ; ſinging for Joy being 
put there for great joy, which is the cauſe of 

2 Tia, xliv. 23, and xlix, * 1 Chron, xvi. 33. Pal, Ixv. 13. 

I Job xxix. 13. ; 
| ˖. 
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A Diſtourſe on ſinging: 9g of Pſalms. 5 
It. Singing, taken in à ſtrict and proper 
ſenſe, and as a natural act, is an act of the 
tongue, o voice; though not every action 
f che ton“ ue, or found of the voice, is to 
be called ſinging. Speech is an action of the 
tongue; but all kind of ſpeaking, or ſay- 
is not ſinging. Singing ü ſpeaking mu- 
ally, or with the modvtlation of the voice: 
Theſe two ſounds, ſpeaking;-or' ſaying, and 
*Hiiging, have not the ſame idea When I 
am told, as it is commonly expreſſed, tit 
duch an one ſaid grace before and after meat, 
I readily underſtand, that he afked a bleſſinhg 
"bf God upon his food before eating, and 
"returned thanks for it afterwards, according 
tothe common uſe of ſpeech in prayer to 
God, and in converſation with men: But if 
it mould be told me, that he ſung grace be- 
for or after ineat, 1 ſnould not be able to 
fotm any other idea of it in my mind, but 
chat he expreſſed all this in a tonical, mufi- 
cal way, wWieh a modulation of che voice. 
Lewie it is not any clamour of the 
tongue, or every ſound of the voice, that ãs 
to be accounted finging, but an harmonious, 
- thelodious and muſical ſound: of it; other 
wiſe, why ſhould the tuneful and warbling 
notes and ſtrains of birds be called finging, 
"atry more than the grunting of a hog, the 
braying of an aſs, the neighing of a horſe, 
the barking of a dog, or the roaring of a 
lion. 
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8 A Diſcourſe o# foging of Pſaltns. 
Let us now conſider this action of the 


-fongue; or voice, as perform'd religiouſly, and 
we ſhall find, that ſinging of God's praiſe 
is ſpeaking out his praiſe muſically; or it is 


an expreſſion of it, with the modulation of 
the voice; and ſo is an ordinance diſtin& 
from prayer, praiſe, giving of thanks,” and 


inward ſpiritual joy. 16051 
It is diſtinct from prayer; as ig evident 
[from my text; otherwiſe the Apoſtle myſt 


r guilty of a moſt wretched, tautology. 3 


which is by no means ts be admitted, af. 
The Apoſtle James mentions prayer; and 


-finging of pſalms;' as two diſtin& things; to | 


which he adviſes different perſons, or per- 


ſons under different circumſtances, when he 
ſays , Is any among you afflicted ? let bini 


pra Is any merry? let bim fing palms. 
Nor ought it to be dbjected to us, that we 
- ſometimes {ing petitions, , or, what is prayer- 
- wiſe, ſince: praying, or making petitions, is 
different from ſinging them: However, 
thoſe who are of a different mind from ps 
about finging, ſhould not object chis, ſince 
the only wiy of ſinging, or at leaſt, the moſt 
Y one; they pretend to make uſe of, 

in prayer, and that is praiſing God in 
{ prayer.” Wat, ©; 

Singing of God's 8 is diſtin from 
 praifing him; though we do praiſe him in 


* 


y James v. 13; 


no! 
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ſinging, yet. all praiſing of God is not ſing- 
ing; finging is one way in which we praiſe | 
God; but there are many ways in which we 
praiſe him, when we cannot be ſaid to ſing: 
As for inſtance, we praiſe God when we give 
thanks unto. him Sr mercies ſpiritual or 
temporal; when we ſpeak well of his adota-' 
ble rfections and glorious works, either in 
publick or private; and we are capable of 
praiſing him by our lives and actions, as well 
as by our tongues; in neither of Which ſenſes 
can we be ſaid to ſing. If all praiſing is 
finging, I ſhould be glad to knaw what ſing- 
ing of praiſe is. For 
hat it is different from giving af thanks, 
appears from the inſtitution of the Lord's- 
ſupper; in which, giving of thanks, and 


 finging an hymn, or pſalm, as in the mar- 


gin of your bibles, or a ſong of praiſe to 


God, are mentioned as very diſtin& things; 
but of this more hereafter: I ſhall now on- 


ly juſt obſerve, that the Apoſtle Paul, in his 


epiſtle to the Ephefjaxs *, when he exhorts 
them to fing p/a/ms, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, 


afterwards mentions giving of thanks to God in 


the name of Ohriſt, as another duty incumbent 
on them. | 

Nor is inward ſpiritual. joy, or heart re- 
Joicing, ſinging of God's praiſe, True ſpiri- 
cual 3 1 Joy is een in the ſoul by the TOE 


| 4 Chap. v. 19, 20, 
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8' A Diſtôubſe or Agee N Palins, 1. 
Choſt, awd*takes its riſe from views of thei; 
perſon, Hlo6dj'/righteouſmels,) Acrifice, and 
atonement/of Chriſt; and is inorcaſed by the 
ſhedding! abroad of the love of God in the 
heart, and by diſooveries of / covenant inte 
reſt in the Father and in che Son. Now 
when the ſoul is in ſuch a comfortable ſcitu- 
ation, tis in the moſt aprecable frame to ſing 
the praiſes of God; hence fays | mes; is 
any merry? 8 ue rig, is any of a good; 
mind, or in a good frame of ſoul? lei _ 
ſing palms : Not that theſe age the only 
ſons that are to ſing pſalms, or this the pores | 
time, any more than that afflicted perſons agai . 
the only ones that are to pray, and the. tithe 
of afiliction the only time of prayer: But as 
affliction more eſpecially. calls for prayer; 
ſo ſpiritval joy and rejoicing, for finging oft 
ſalms; but then this ſpiritual joy is not 
flinging, but the cauſe or reaſon of, it, and, 
Wat eminently firs a perſon for lt. 14 
Though there is ſuch a thing as mental 
prayer, there is Tio ſuch thing as mental fing- 
ing, or fin ging in the heart without the voice 
3 Felde e or preaching without a tongue; or 
|  vbite, are not greater conttadictions, or ray 
tier impoffibilities, than finging without a 
| forlghie ir boice is; ſuch an hypotheſis! is 
fſoltea fot no fcheme but Ruakeriſm: And we | 
ay as Well have our ſilent meetings, dumb 
| preaching, and mute prayer, as filent fing- +, _ 


88:1 Singing and making _ in the heart, 
is 


1 
* in * 3 ö 5 2 -* F wor Wa 
& ** Fs F & * o 1 A 4 * 5 * 4 5 
| et 1 N *. a be - 
L bd V C % 5 ö 4 * 
. ] a 1 l 1 
* * = 
= * 


* * % þ 4 w — , 76 © 15 p | 2 eng 
* 3 
| 4 


| A Diſeourſe on ſinging of-Plalms: 9 ff 
is no other than ſinging . with *or from the 
Heart, or hearcily * ;' or, as it is expreſſed in 

a parallel place, with grace in the beart, i. e. 
either wich gratitude and thankfulneſs, or 

with grace in exerciſe, together with the 
Foce. e e 
Singing of God's praiſes is a vocal action, 
and ſhould. be performed in a ſocial way, in, 
concert with others; with the voice together 
fall they fing *; and not only with the voice, 
but with the modulation of it: It is not any 
noiſe of the tongue or voice, but an harmo- 
nious, melodious, joyful one. * O come, let 
as fing unto the Lord; let us make a joyful 
noiſe to the rock of our ſalvation : Let us come 
before his preſence with thankſgiving, and 
_ a joyful noiſe unto him with pſalms. 

uct, Bos 


4 


0 » 
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II. I ſhall endeavour to prove, that this 
ordinance of ſinging does not belong to the 
ceremonial law, or was confined to the Old 
Teſtament diſpenſation, but is a part of na- 
tural religion, and moral worſhip, perpetu- 
ally binding on all mankind, and ſo to be 
performed by believers- in a ſpiritual and 
evangelic manner, under the goſpel diſpen- 

ſation, And, „„ SIC BIR 


1 : ; EN 

; © Nuſquim enim legimus aliquem ſine voce cantaſſe, . Uade 
neceſſe elt hic, in corde, ex corde intelligi: Scilicer ut non ſo- 
lum dre, ſed etiam corde cantemus. Hieronym. in Col. 3, 10. 
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10 4 Dilcourſe on ſenging of Pſalnis. 
I. It will appear, from the practice of the 
Heathens, that it was a part of natural and 
moral worſhip ; who, thouglvgreatly in the 
dark, both about the obje& and manner of 
worſhip, yet, by the dim light of nature, 
roped after the knowledge of both, if hap= 
ly they might find them; and as by this dim 
light they were directed to pray to a ſuperior 
Being when in diftreſs, as Jogab's mariners 
did; ſo, by the fame ligt, Wey were di- 
rected to fing praiſes to him when they re- 
ceived mercies, prayer and finging being 
- alike parts of natural religion and moral wor- 
ſnip. $0 that though the Gentiles had no 
poſitive laws nor ſcheme of revelation to 
guide them in the worſhip of God, yet, in 
tome inſtances, did, by nature, the things 
contained in the lau; which ſhew the work of 
the law written on their hearts. I will juſt 
produce ſome few inſtances reſpecting the 
preſent caſe, Clemens Alexandrinus intimates, 
that one part of the religious worſhip of the 
_ Egyptians, conſiſted of hymns to their gods; 
his words ate theſe; ©& Firſt a ſinger goes 
before, bringing forth ſome one thing of 
the ſymbols of mufic; and they ſay, that he 
ought to take two books out of thoſe of 
Hermes, the one containing the hymns of 
the gods, the other, the method of a royal 
life. Anda little after, he adds; There 
are ten things which are ſuicable to the ho- 
nour of their gods, and contain the He 
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A Diſcourſe on ſinging of Pſalms. 11. 


rayers, ſhows, feaſts, and ſuch like things* ”. 
his is confirmed by Porphyry, who ſays, 
that the Egyptians devote ©& the day to the 
worſhip of their gods; in which, three or. 
four times, v/Z. morning and evening, noon 
and ſun-ſetting, they fing hymns unt 


them i”, The ſame Porphyry ſays, cons - 
cerning the Indians, that © they ſpend the 


greateſt part of the day and night in prayers 
and hymns to the gods * ” : And moreover, 
that when they commit their bodies ta 
the flames, that they may, in the pureſt 
manner, ſeparate the ſoul from the body, 


they ſing an hymn, and die. And, in 


another place, explaining that ſymbol of Py- 


 thagoras, © That drink offerings are to. be 


poured out to the gods, by the ear of the 
cups; by this, ſays he, is intimated, that 
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oh 2 4 Diſcourſe on ging fP Pille. 


we ought ro honour the gods, and ſing hymns 
to them with. muſic, for this. goes through 


the ears u. Very. remarkable is a paſſage of 
Arrianus, the ſtoic philoſopher ; If, ſays 
he, we are intelligent creatures, what. elſe 
ſhould we do, both in public and private, 

than to ſing an bymn to the Deity, to ſpeak 


well of him, and give thanks unto him? 
Should we not, whether digging or plow- 


ing, or eating, ſing an bymn to God? 
Great is God, who has given us theſe inſtru- 
ments, by which we till the earth? Great 
is God, that has given us hands, a faculty of 
ſwallowing, and a belly; chat we ſecretly: 
grow and increaſe, and that, whilſt we ſleep, 


we breath; each of theſe things ought to be 


taken notice of in an hymn : But the great- 


eſt and moſt divine hymn we ought to ſing 


is, that he has given us a reaſonable facul- 

> x uſing theſe things in a right way: 
hat ſhall'T ſay, ſince many of you are 

blind? ought not ſome one to fill op this 


place, and give out an hymn to God for you 


all ? —— If I was a nightingale, I would do 


as a nightingale; and if a ſwan, as a ſwan ; ; 
but ſince I am a rational creature, I ought to 


praiſe God; this is my work; this I will do; 


nor will 1 deſert the tation to the utmoſt of 


1 
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my power; and I exhort you to the oh - 
fame ſong *”. And, in another place he 
ſays, This is my work whilſt 1 live, to ſing: 
an hymn to God, both by my ſelf, and be- 
fore one or many. Much of this lan- 
guage would well become the mouth of a 
Chriſtian. It is obſerv'd concerning the 
muſes*, that they were chiefly employ'd a- 
bout the hymns and worſhip of the gods, 
and that ſome of them had their names from 
_ thence, as Melpomene, Terpſichore, and Po- 
ymnia; and that Homer got ſo much cre- 
dit, admiration, and applauſe as he did, was: 
owing, among other things, to the hymns 
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is ſtill extant, among his works, an hymn. 
to Apollo. Moreover, formerly rewards 
were propoſed in the Pytbian games, for 
ſuch who beſt ſung an bymn to the God. 
And Julian the emperor, takes notice of 
many excellent hymns of the gods, which 


he adviſes to learn, as being of great uſe in 


the knowledge of things ſacred ; moſt of which, 
he ſays, were compoſed by the gods; ſome 
few by men inſpired by a divine — 85 — From 

might be 
produced, we may conclude, that the Gen- 


ziles were obliged, by the law of nature, to 


this part of worſhip, and, by the light of 


| pw cal were directed to it; and conſequent- 
ly that it is a part of natural religion and mo- 


ral worſhip. Moreover, | 
2. It is evident, that the people of God 


ſung ſongs of praiſe to him before the law 


was given by When the Lord ſo re- 

markably appeared for the children of Mael, 
by delivering them out of the hands of the 
Egyptians, and carrying them ſafely through 
the Red Sea, though their enemies wete 


drowned in it; Then Jang Moſes and the chil- 


dren of Iſrael this ſong, unto the Lord, and 


pale, ſaying, I vill ſing unto the Lord, for 


he hath triumphed gloriouſly ; the borſe and 


7 Pauſanias | in e five l. to. p. 620. Ed. Hanov. EP 

r Opera, p. 551. Ed. Pariſ. 478. wg of theſe hymns to 
the gods, ſee more in Alex. ab Alex. Genial, Ther . 4. e. Fg 
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his rider hath he thrown into the. ſea *, &. 
Miriam and the T/raehtiſh women, ſung the 
ſame. This is the firſt ſong the ſcriptures 


make mention of; though, the Fews ® ſay, 


Adam ſung one before. Now, by what law 
did the I/raelites ſing this ſong ? 1t could not 
be by the Levitical law; for that ſyſtem of 
laws was not as yet given to that people; 
and when that body of laws was delivered to 
them, we do not find that ſinging of God's 
praiſes was any part of it; it is not to be met 
with in the whole body of Jeuiſo laws, 
given out by Moſes ; why then ſhould it be 
reckon'd of ceremonious inſtitution, or a 
part of worſhip peculiar to the Old Teſta- 
ment? Nor was it by any poſitive law, or 
according to any part of external revelation. 
God had made to the ſons of men, the chil- 
__ drenof Ijrael ſung ; for no ſuch poſitive law 
was extant, or any ſuch revelation made, as 
we know of: It remains then, that in doing 
this, they acted according to the dictates of 
their conſciences, and the examples which 
might have been before them, by which 
they were influenced, as to cry to the Lord 
when in diſtreſs, ſo to fing his praiſes when 
they were delivered. 

3. It may eaſily be obſary'd, that Shan 
pſalmody was in the moſt flouriſhing condi- 
tion among the Jraelites, under the directi- 
* Exod, xy. 1, 20, 21. 

id. Targum, in Cant, i. 1. and my notes upon it. 
on 
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an and influence of David their king, the 
 fweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael; it was not confined 
to that people; but all nations of the earth 
were called upon, and exhorted to ſing the 
praiſes of God, even by the P/almi/t himſelt; 
Make a Joyful -noiſe: unto God, all ye lands, 
© Heb; all the earth, ing forth the honour of bis 
name; 'make his . praiſe glorious. ' Let the 
people praiſe thee, O God, let all the people 
praiſe thee. O let the nations be glad and jing 
fer joy; for thou ſhalt judge the. people righte- 
_ auſly, and govern the nations upon earth. Se- 
lah. O ing unto-the Lord a new ſong ; ſing 
unto the. 2 all the earth, fing unto the Lord; 
bless bis name, ſhew forth his ſalvation from 
day to day. Now it ſinging was not a part 


of moral worſhip; - burt;of a ceremonious kind, 


and peculiar to the Old Teſtamenc diſpenſa- 
cion, the nations of the earth would haye had, 
no concern in it; it would not have been 
obligatory upon them, but proper only to. 
the {/raz/ites, ro whom alone pertaineth the 
F giving of the law and the ſervice of God. 
4. Nothing is more manifeſt, chan that 
When ceremonial worſhip was in its greateſt 
glory, and legal ſacrifices in higheſt eſteem, 
that {inging of Pſalms and ſpiritual ſongs was 
preferred. unto them, as being. more accept- 
able to God; I will praiſe the name of God. 
with a Jong, and will magnify him with nn 


V Pfal, . i, 'VY ri. 3, 4. and xcvi. I, 2 
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giving, ſays David; This ade ſhall pleaſe. the. 
Lord better than an ox or Bullocꝶ, that hath. 
horns and hoofs *. Now can any other reaſon » 
of this difference de glven, than that the ſa- 
crifice of an ox or bullock was of ceremonial 
inſtitution; whereas, praiſing God was a 
part of moral worſhip; which might be per- 
formed in pienel and Srangelie man- 
ner. N 5 IT, 
5. When the e Jaw, wich alli its 
inſtituted rites, was aboliſhed, this duty of, 
ſinging remained in full force. The Apoſtle 
Paul, in his epiſtles written to the churches 
at Epbeſus and Cloſe, declares in the o 
that the middle wall of partition, between 


Few and Gentile, was broken down : Moan- 


ing the ceremonial law, and that which was 
the cauſe of enmity between both; even che 
law of commandments, contained in ordinances, 
was aboliſhed ” : And in the other, ſays, Let 

no man judge you in meat or in drink, or in rg 


ſſpect of an holy day, or of the new moon, Yor f 


the ſabbath days, which are a ſhadow of + 
things to come, but the body is of Chriſt *; and 
yer, in both ©, exhorts them to ſing. Hal, 
hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ., Now it is not. 


reaſonable. to ſuppoſe, that the ſame Apoſtle, 


in the ſame epiſtles, written to the ſame per- 


ions, ſhould declare them diſengaged from 
tome things, and under obligation to regard 


* Pal. Ixix. zo, 31. * Eph ii. 14, 15. F Col. i, 
16717. — — v. $94: il. 16. os 
1 545 5 others, 


18 4 Diſcourſe on ſnging of Plalms. 
others, if theſe equally belonged to the cere- 
monial law, and were alike peculiar to the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation, 
6. This practiſe of "ſinging the praiſes of 
God, has been perform'd by creatures who 
were never ſubject to the ceremonial law; 
by whom I mean not the Gentiles, who have 
been already taken notiee of, but the angels, 
who, though ſubject to the moral law, ſo 
far as their nature and condition will admit 
of; yet; in no one inſtance, were ever con- 
cerned in ceremonial ſervice. Now theſe 
holy and ſpiritual beings were very early em- 
ploy'd in this divine and heavenly wg of 
_ ſinging ; theſe morning ſtars, fo called for 
their brightneſs and glory, /ang together; 
_ theſe ns of God, by creation, ſhouted for joy, 
when the foundations of the earth were Joſe 
en d, and the corner flone thereof laid® : 
they did alſo when the corner ſtone of man's 
redemption was laid in the incarnation of the 
Son of God; at which time there was with 
the angel, a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, 
praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory to Ged i in the 
brgheft, and on earth peace, good will towards 
men ©; who likewiſe will join with the ſaints 
in Hallelujahs and ſongs of praiſe to God, 
| throughout an endleſs eternity, For, 
7. We may ſay of this duty what the 
Apoſtle ſays of charity, that it never faileth, 


> Job xuxvbll, 6, 7. < Luke ii, 14. © 1 Cor. xiii. 8.1 
. though 


Wo 7; 
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though: prophefies, tongues, and knowledge 
ſhall. For, when all ordinances, whether 
of a moral nature, or of poſitive inſtitution, 
ſhall ceaſe, ſuch as prayer, preaching, bap- 
tiſm, the Lord's-ſupper, and the like; this 
will continue, and be in its greateſt glory 
and perfection. This will be the employ- 
ment of ſaints when raiſed our of their duſty 
beds, on the reſurrection morn, in the power 
and virtue of the reſurrection of their rifen 
Lord. Thy dead men ſhall live, together with, 
or as my dead body, ſhall they ariſe: Awake 
and ſing, ye that dwell in the duſt; for thy 
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth ſhall 
: caſt out the dead: Theſe having their ſauls 
and bodies reunited, ſhall come to the Zion 
above, with ſongs and everlaſting joy upon their 
heads: Theſe ſhall ſtand upon the mount 
with the Lamb, and /ing in the height of it, 
even that new /ong which no one can learn, 
but thoſe who are redeemed from the earth. 
- But I proceed, ce 


III. To conſider the ſubject matter of ſing- 
ing, or what that is which is to be ſung. 
The direction of the Apoſtle Paul in this 
caſe, is certainly to be regarded, who, in 
two diſtinct epiſtles*, exhorts to the ſinging 
of palms, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs ; and 
what theſe are, it will be proper to enquire. 
. ee 1 

© Ifa, xxvi. 19. f Eph. v. 19. Col, iii. 16. 


2 „ 
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1. By pſalms, is meant the book of pfalms, 
compoſted by David, Aſaph, Heman, and 
others, under the inſpiration of the Spirit of 
God; which is the only ſenſe in which this 
word is uſed throughout the whole New 
Teſtament: + Nox is there any reaſon to 
believe, that the Apoſtle Paul deſigns any 
other in the above mentioned places; or the 
Apoſtle James, when he ſays s, Is any mer- 
ry? let bim ſing pſalms. Thoſe who are of 
a different mind; ought to ſhew in what other 
ſenſe this word is uſed, and where, and what 
thoſe pſalms are we are to ing, if not the 
pfaims of David, &c. ſince it is certain, there 
are pſalms which are to be ſung under the 
New Teſtament diſpenſation. 

2. By hymns, we are to underſtand, not 
ſuch as are compoſed by good men, with- 
out the inſpiration of the Spirit of God. 
I obſerve indeed, from ancient writers, and 
from ecclefiaſtical hiſtory , that ſuch com- 
poſitions were made ule of very early, even 
from the times of the Apoſtles ; and I deny 

not bur that they may now be uſetul ; tho 


Wo 6 les v 13. | | 

n Clemens Alexandr. pacdagog. l. 3. c. 12. in fine, p. 266. 
Ed. Pariſ. Tertullian Apolog. c. 39. A 36. Ed, Rigalt. Euſeh. 
Feclef, ' Hiſt, l. 2; c. 17. p. 53, 56. and l. 5. c. 28. p. 196. 
and J. 7. c. 24. p. 271. Ed. Taleſ. Of theſe hymns, ſee more 
in Fabricii Biblioth. Gracc. Vol. 5. c. 1. p. 195, 196, &c. and 
'Bibliograph, Antiq. c. 11. p. 368, &c. Theſe were firſt ob- 
jected ro by Paul of Samirſata. Fuſe. l. 7. c. 30. p 281, and 
prohibire by the council of Laodivea, in Can. 59, 
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a great deal of care ſhould be taken that they 
be agrecable to the ſacred wrirings, and the 

analogy of faith, and that they be expreſſed; 

as much as can be, in ſcripture language; 
yet, after all, I muſt confeſs, that I cannot 
but judge them, in a good meaſure, unne- 
ceſſary, ſince we are ſo well provided with a 
book of pſalms and ſcriptural ſongs, indited 
by the Spirit of God, and ſuitable on all oc- 
caſions: However, I cannot think that ſuch 
compoſures are deſigned by the Apoſtle ; nor 
can I believe that he would'place ſuch be- 
tween pſalms and ſpiritual ſongs, made by 
men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and put 
them upon a level with them, and to be ſung 
equally with them, to the edification of the 
churches ; therefore, I take hymns to be but 
another name for the book of pſalms ; for 
the running title of that book may as well 
be, the book of hymns, as of pſalms; and 
ſo it is render'd by Ainſworth, who alſo par- 
ricularly calls the 145 pſalm, an hymn of 
David: So the plalm which our Lord ß 
+» with his diſciples, after the ſupper, is cal- 
led an hymn, as the plalms of David in ge- 
neral, are called, by Philo the Few ', ie, 

; hymns, as they are alſo ſongg and hymns by 

3. By ſpiritual ſongs, may be meant the 

fame pſalms of David, Aſaph, &c. the titles 


ö 1. de Mutat. nom. & l. de Somniis & alibi. 
v Antiqu. J. 7. c. 12, 


of 


N. 


22 A Diſcourſe on ſinging of Plalms. 
of ſome of which, are ; /ongs, as ſometimes 
4 pſalm and ſong, a ſong and pſalm, a Jong of 
degrees, and the like; together with all o- 
thee ſcriptural ſongs, written by men inſpired 
by God, and are called ſpiritual, becauſe the 
author of them is the Spirit gf God, the wri- 
ters of them men moved and acted by the 
fame Spirit; the ſubje& matrer of them 
ſpiritual, deſigned for ſpiritual edification, 
175 oppoſed to all profane, looſe and wanton 
„„ 

These three words, plalms, hymns, and ſongs, 
anſwer to MMR, Cohn, and IVY, the 
titles of David's pſalms; and are, by the 

Septuagint, render d by the Greek words the 
Apoſtle uſes. I ſhall not trouble you with 
obſerving to you how theſe three are diſtin- 
guiſhed by learned men , one from another, 
but only obſerve, what has been remark'd by 
others before me; that whereas the Apoſtle, 
in his exhortations to ſinging, directs to the 
titles of David's pſalms, it is highly reaſon- 
able to conclude, that it was his intention 
that we ſhould ſing them: But, inaſmuch as 
there are ſome queries, ſcruples, and objecti- 
ons about the Anging of then. it will be 


1 80 Pal, xxx, «ai, x|vii, Inv, uri, Ixvii, vr, xv, 
Ixxvi, Ixxxiii, Ixxxvii, Ixxxviii, xcii, eviii, cxxvi to cæxx iy. 
u Vid, Zanchium, Grotium, & Hammond, in Eph. v. 19. 
Bezam in Col. iii. 10. & Leigh's Critica Sacra in voce, 
bake 
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A Piſcsurſe or ſoging of Pfalms 33. 
proper to attempt a ſatisfactory anſwer 98 

(I.) It is inquired, whether the book of 
Pfalms was originally written in verſe or me- 
tre? The reaſon of this enquiry is, that if it 
ſhould appear that it was not originally writ- 
ten in Hebrew metre, then there is no reaſon - 
why it ſhould be tranſlated into metre in an- 
other language, and ſo conſequently not to 
be ſung in the manner we do, To which, 
I anſwer, That the book of Pſalms, with 
ſome other writings of the Old Teſtament, 
were originally written in metre, is univer- 
ſally allow'd by the Fews, and does alſo ap- 
pear from the different accentuation of 
them, from that of other books. Joſephus , 
a learned Few, ſays, That David being 
free from war, and enjoying a profound 
peace, compoſed ſongs and hymns to God, 
of various metre ; ſome trimetre, i. e. con- 
fiſting of three feet, and others pentametre, 
i. e. of five feet”. David's Pſalms ſeem to 
be of the Lyric kind ; hence Ferom, who, 
of all the fathers, beſt underſtood the Hebrew 
language, calls David, our Simonides, Pin- 
dar, Alcaeus, Flaccus, Catullus, and Sere- 
nus, who were all of them Lyric poets, 


* 1 ATN, . . in w ν,vi• 6 Aabidngs x; BA, 
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ſhould ſeem incredulous to any that the Re- 
brew? have metre; or that the P/alins or the 
Lamentations of Feremiah; or almolt all the 
ſeriptural ſongs are compoſed after the mans; ; 
ner of our Flaccus, and the Greek Pindar, 
and Alcaeus, and Sapplo; let him read Philo, 
Joſephus, Euſebius Caeſarienſis, and he'll. 
find, by their teſtimonies, that what I fay is 
true * ”', The learned Gomarus, in his Lyra b, 
has given out of the Pſalms, and other poeti- 
cal books of the ſcriptures, ſeveral hundred 


Dactylic, Anapaeſtic, Choriambic, Fonic, An- 
tiſpaſtic, and Paeonic kind, which he has 
compared with a like number out of Pindar 
and Sophocles. The Jews indeed have now 
loſt the knowledge of the ſacred poetry, and 
have been, for many hundred of years, un- 

_ acquainted with it; though R. Benjamin 

Tudelenſis * ſays, that there lived in his time, 

at Bagdad, one R. Eleazar, and his bre- 


David Simonides noſter, Pindarus & - Alcaens, Flaccus 

> ma Catullus & Serenus Chriſtum lyra per ſonat Hieron. 
p. ad Paulin. inter opera ejas. Tom. 3. p. 3. Ed. Pariſ. 
Quod ſi cui videtur incredulum matra ſcilicet eſſe apud He- 
braeos, & in morem noſtri acc; Graecique pindari & Alcaei, 
& Sapphus, vel Pſalterium, vel Lamentationes Hieremide, vel 
omnia ferme ſcripturarum cantica comprehendi, legat Philontm, 
Joſenbum, Origenem, Caeſarienſem Euſebium, & eorum teſti- 
monio me verum dicere comprobabit. Ib. p. 8. | 
Inter ejus opera. Tom. 2. p. 317, 8c. oo, 4. + 

A R. Benjamin Maſſaot vel Itinerarium, p. 70, 71. Ed. L' Em- 
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And in another place, he ſays, “ If, ie 


of inſtances of verſe of the Fambic, Trochaic, 


order to be ſung in the churches of Chti 


penſation, and proper to be ſung in goſpe 
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(20 Ic is, queried, whether, the book, of 


A þ eons LI Pars en 
Pſalms is ſuitable, ro the preſent, golpel'diſ- 


churches, I anſwer, Nothing, is more. ſult- 


able to the goſpel ſtate; or more proper to, 
be ſuog in che — ches of hriſt; ſince, it ĩs | 


, 


ſo full of prophecies concerning the perſon, 


ſtate and condition, the chureh of 
or a particular believer, is in, at any 


L-# # 1 


offices, grace and kingdom of the Meſtiah 
concerning his ſufferings, and death, His te- 
ſurrection, aſcenſion and ſeſſion at the right 


hand of God ; which are now miore clearly 


8 + * 5 * % 


underſtood, and are capable of being ſung by 


4 = $ 4, 


believers, in a mort evangelic manner than 


when they were firſt compoſed : Beſides, this 


book is full of exceeding great and precious 

romiles, as the ground of the faith and 
hope of God's people 5 tis | a large fun dof 
experience, a rich mine of goſpel grace and 
truth, and is abundantly ſuited to wy cale, 
brift, 


. *. * 


3 * 


time. 


A little care and prudence uſed in the choice. 


of proper pſalms, on particular 


would fully diſcover the truth of his. 
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Ek] LEY cted, that perſdhs öften meet 
| Bun 


ich ate not, an wh they 


1 40995 e e own caſe; yet; ſdttretimes 
Wich hat is ſtlocking Iu ſtartimg tb 2 
Chriſtiatt mind; ſuch as im Wr ions and 


Cürff 8, On etiemles of wicke And it 
is ated, Should perſons fin Abet their 
dn, and ſuch things as theſe now mention- 
Would the not be puilty of lying to 
God, and of Want of that chatity to men 
which is ſo much recommended under the 
goſpel diſpenſation? To which, 1 reply, 
hat as to ſinging caſes not our own, this is 
71 more Hing to God than reading them is, 
n g but i flower way of pronuncia- 

4 a muſical manner; therefore,” if this 
1 6 to deter 3 from ſinging, it hould 
from reading: Befides, in poblie wor- 

p, we fin nor as fingle perſons, but in 
0 unction with, and 3 parts of the com- 
ily, and body of the people; ſo that 


hat may not be ſuitable to one, may be {6 
to another, and in hoth, the end of praiſe be 


anſwered. Moreover, when we ling the 
caſes of others, and which we cannot make 


our own, we ling chem as ſuch, and not as 


out own ſenſe and experience; which yet 
may be very uſeful to us, either by way of 


example, or advice, or comfort, or inſtru- 
| Kon, or gadmonition, and the like: And if 


this ſhould not be the cafe, 2 there are two 
485 principal ends of ng 


ing, viz. the 
praiſe 


4 Daa mn foging of Play, 27 


iſe and glory of God, and the edification 
leer. ACN may be attained this way 3 
arg after all the ſame objection will lie a- 
b. publ. ic Ba as much as againſt pub. 
lic ſinging; ſince no prayer put up by che 
miniſter, in public, at leaſt, nar all the pe- 
titions in i any more than N pfalm 
or hymn, ſung in public, are ſultab e to the 
caſes of all perſons ae F yet this has not 
been thought 2 ſufficient argument againſt 
public prayer, or to deter perſons from ) oin- 
ing in it. As for i imprecations and*urſes on 
Wicked men, though the ſcriptural ff 
of th hem are 5 0 examples to us to do t he like} 
becauſe theſe were made by n men under 
1 of the 7 of God; yet they were 
pro hetic hints ruin and Jeltruckion to 
Wicke ed men, 15 as ſuch ſhould be confider- 
ed, and way be ſung by us, and that to the 
lory 89 1 and ſome” ee to out 
"ed a. KA 175 91 5 obſerve the . 
ſtice 10 b. olinel: 80 f God, the vile nature of 
0g naa ceenen of f God againſt i it, and 
Juſt abhorrence and deteſtation that fin 
405 ſingers Are. had in with God, and ſhould. 
1 had in With all good men. 
40 Ic 18 Fi that if we muſt ſing t the pſalms 
ef David, and others, then we muſt ſing by 
* form ; and if we may fing by a form, why 
not pra Ay one? I anſwer, the caſe is diffe- 
rent; the ordinance of prayer may be per- 
formed without a Dy but not the ordi- 


* 


as i re, David, when he 
had wrote them, ſent them to Aſaph, and his 
| brethren, or to the chief muſician, the ma; 
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nance” of finging : The Spirit of God is pro= 
miled as a Spirit of grace and ſupplication; 
bur not as a ſpirit of poetry. And ſuppoſe 4 
perſon had A gift of delivering out an extem- 
pore pſalm or hymn, that alm or hymn 
would be a form to the reſt that joined with 
him; unleſs we ſuppoſe a whole congrega- 


tion to have ſuch a gift, and every one fing 
bis own pſalm or hymn ; but then that, 


namely, joining voices together, which is 
the beauty, glory, and harmony of this. or- 
dinapce, would : be mere jargon, confuſion, 
and diſcord, Beſides, we have a book of 
plalms, but we have not a prayer book: 
Det book of prayers, compoled by men 
inſpired, by the Spirit of God, as we have'a 
431 of pſalms made by ſuch, we ſhould 


, 


think ovr ſelves under equal obligation to 


one. Add to this, that the pſalms of Da- 


vid were e ompoſed on purpoſe to be ſung by 


a form, in the very expreſs words. of them, 
| Pb 


ey accordingly were. David, when he 


ſer of the ſong, who had the management 
of it, or ſome ſuch perſon, to be made uſe of 


in public; for thus it is written , Then o 


that day David delivered firſt this pſalm, to 


thank the Lord, into the hands of Aſaph and 


7 1 Chron, xvi. 7. aa A 


bis 
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bis- brethren.” And we may "obſerve, that ** 
ſome hundreds of years after, che pſalms o 4 
David and Aſapb were ſung in the Expreſs 
words of them, by the order of king Heze- 
kiah; for ſo it is ſaid © Moreover, Hezekiah 
the king and the princes, commanded the Levftel 
to fing praiſe unto the Lord, with the words 
of David and of Aſaph, the ſcer; and they 
ſang praiſes with gladneſs, and they bowed 
their heads and worſhipped. hive, alſo, 
When che people of God were exhorted to 
ſing his praiſe, they were bid not to make; 
but take u palm ready made to their hands #2 
Fr ing aloud unto God our ſtrength ; make 4 
I noiſe unto the God of Jacob; tate 4 
alm, and bring hither the timbrel, the plea- 


5 tanks with the poltery. Which leads 


Hu elder another obj ection made a- 
al ing the pſalms of David. The 
finging 10 the u formerly attended with 

the ufe of muſical inſtruments; ſuch as the 
harp, timbrel, cymbals, and the like: If therj 
they are to be ſung now, why not with theſe 
imſtruments, as Heretofore'? and if theſe 20 
diſuſed, why ſhould not ſinging it ſelf? I 
reply, That the uſe of muſical inſtruments 
was not eſſential to ſinging ; therefore, tho' 
theſe are laid aſide, that continues. The Old 
Teſtament diſpenſation was a ſhowy, gaudy, 


\ > Chron, xzix 30. : Pſal, Ixxxi. 1 2 
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See o ſuiced to: the then infant 
ate of the there wene Many cerę- 
monious og wy pd the worthip of 
Gad, even that part of it which, was of, a 
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A Diſcourſe on N f Plltis: 3k 
chürches (7.4 under ihe goſpel di] penfatioith 
the uſe of ſuch ieftrymetirs;/ and others, fit 
for babes, is taken away, and bare or plaut 
ſtiging fetnains . I proceed, mot 

1. „ inte e el ite 101 
IV. To polnt out to you dhe perſons .w 
are to ſing, and who ought to he found im 
the performance of this duty, i ſhallitalte no 
notice of a private perſon's finging by him · 
ſelf, alone, or of the famiby diſcharge of this 
duty, of of itt being done in cohcerty bei- 
tween two or more perſons no doubt but d 
is lawyful for a ſingle perſon co ſing the praty 
ſes of God alone, at home, in his own howfe; 
in his cloſet; when he thinks proper; and it 
may very laudably be performed in Chriftias 
fumilies, where they are able to narry it un 

wich decency and good order; yea, any ewe, 
or more perſons, may join together in this 
* of divine ſervice, as Paui and Silas did 
in ptiſon *, who, at midnigbt, prayed and 
ang praiſes unto God 3 which is an inſtance 
of finging vocally, and in concert, and was 
attended with ſome miraculous operations; 
with which all goſpel ordinances were at firſt 
confirm'd, and which brought on, and iſſu- 
ed in the converſion of the jailor. But hat 
1 hall chiefly attend to, will be to prove 
that goſpel churches, or the churches f 
Chriſt, under the goſpel diſpenſation, ought 


8 Ats xvi. 25. 
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th ſing the praiſes of God vocally ; and chis 
I ſhall do from the following cvnliders-; 
| tions. 20 E 
= Y rom the e of che oia Teſta: 
ment, which declare, that the churches, in 
goſpel : times, ſhould - ſing ; and in which 
they .are called upon; exHorted, and encour 
raged to do it. In many, of the .pſalms;. 
which reſpect the times of the Meſlinh, and and 
the gathering of che Gentiles to him under 
the goſpel. diſpenſation; ſuch as the 47"; 
68, and 95 the people of God axe fre- 
quently invited. to ſing 3 untq him, and 
make a joyful noiſe unto him with pſalms, 
Likewiſe; in the prophecies of Tſaiab*, it is 
declared,' that not ak the watchmen, oſpel 
miniſters; ſuch whoſe feet are beautiful on 
the mountains, who bring good tidings, and 
ubliſh peace and ſalvation, ſhall lift up the, 
Vi, and that with .the voice together 22 
they ing; but alſo the churches under their 
* care, and ſuch ſouls they are made uſoful to, 
| are called upon to break forth into joy, and 
Ang together yea; it is promiſed, that the 
GBentile church, under the name of the uil- 
 derneſs; and filitary place, ſhall be glad and 
rejoice, even with joy and ſinging; that even 
< tongue of the L ſhall fing, and the ran- 
fomed ba the Lord return, and come to Zion 
ith ſongs and everlaſting joy upon their beads, 


11 0 Iſa. la, 73 8, 9, and XXXv. 1, 23 6, 10. and xxvi. I. and 
v. 1. 
5 More- 
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Moreover, that in that day, meaning the 
goſpel day, Mall this ſong be ſung in the lanl 
of Judah, in the goſpel church: Ve bavan 
ftrong city; ſalvation will God ahpaihnt for 
walls and bulwarks. To add no more, how 
expreſly is the Gentile church exhoreedrand 
_ encouraged to this work, in another part of 
theſe prophecies ? where it is ſaid, Sing, Q 
barren, thou that didſt not bear; break forth 
into ſinging; and cry 'aloud,'thou that didſt 
not travail with bild; for more are the chil 
dren of the .deſolate than the childreniof the 
married wife, ſaith the Bord. Bleſſed be 
God, cheſe predictions are, in a great meas 
ſure, fulfilled ; goſpel churches among the 
Gentiles, as well as in the land of :Fudea, 
have lift up their voices, and. ſung the prai- 
ſes of God according to theſe prophecies ; 
which is, at once, a confirmation of the au- 
thority of the ſcriptures, and of the truth of 
this ordinance. But, 9 


, 


2. I prove it to be a duty incumbent on 
goſpel churches, under the New Teſtament 
diſpenſation, from expreſs precepts' and di- 
rections givensto them concerning it. It is 
not only propheſied of in the Old Teſta- 
ment, but it is alſo commanded in the New, 
that they ſhould ſing. The church at Epheſus 
was a goſpel church, as was alſo that at Co. 
loſſe;' and they are both expreſly enjoined. as 
ſuch, by the Apoſtle Paul, who in this, as, 
in other things, had the mind of Chriſt 
bu | E | to 
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to ſing palm, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs ”. 


Beſides, if ſinging was not a duty belonging 


to New Teſtament churches, why ſhould 
any directions about it be given to them? 
ſuch as to ſing with grace in their hearts, 
with the irit, and with the underſtanding; 
and to do it in ſuch a manner, ſo as to ſpeak 


to themſelves, and to teach and admoniſh one 
another.. 3 1 
3. That New Teſtament churches ſhould 

fing, will more fully appear from New Te- 


ſtament inſtances and examples. There are 


not only- prophecies and precepts, but alſo 


precedents in fayour of this practice ; and 
the firſt inſtance of this kind I ſhall mention, 


Is, that of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who ſung 
an hymn, as a church, at the cloſe of the 
Lord's ſupper ; of this the evangeliſt aſſures 
us; When they had ſung an bymn, ſays he, 


they went gut unto the mount of olives * : Our 


cars are continually dinned, by thoſe who are 
of a different mind from us, with an old 
tranſlation, in which, they ſay, the words are 
render d, When they had given thanks. But, 
Firſt, This work was done already; be, i. e. 


Chriſt, oo the cup, and gave thanks, Se- 
condly, A different word from that is here 


uſed, and which, in its firſt and primary 
| ſenſe, fignifies to ſing an hymn, or ſong, to 
the honour of God. And, Thirdly, This old 


v. 19. Col. iii, 16. 1 Matt, xvi. 30. 


* 2 c | tran- 
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tranſlation muſt be a falſe one, fince it fixes 


ſuch a character of rudeneſs and arrogance 
upon the Apoſtles, as is unbecoming the diſ- 


ciples of the meek and lowly Jeſus ; what, 
they give thanks!] what buſineſs had they to 


give thanks? Had they done ſo, they had 
took upon them an office, and thruſt them- 


ſelves into a province that did not belong to 
them. Who ſhould give thanks but Chriſt, 
the maſter of the feaſt, who was then in 


perſon preſent at his own table? No, they 


ſung an hymn in concert, with their Lord at 
the head of them; which hymn was eicher 


one of Chriſt's compoſing on that ſpecial occa- 
ſion, or rather was a part of the Hallel! * the 
 Fews ſung at the paſſover, which began with 


the 113, and ended with che 118 pſalm; 
the firſt part of which they ſung before they 
ſat down ta eat, and the ather after they had 
eaten, and after they had drunk the fourth 
and laſt cup; which laſt part ſeems to have 
been poſtpon'd the eating of the Lord's 
ſupper, as containing in it ſeveral verſes ſuit- 


able to that ordinance, eſpecially the cloſing 


part, which 1s this 3 1 will praiſe thee, Fd 


thou haſt heard me, and art become my ſalua- 


tion, The ſtone which the builders refuſed, is 
become the head ſtone of the corner. This is 
the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in 0ur eyes. 
This is the day which the Lord hath made ; 

d Vid. Byxtorf, Lex. Talmud in voce, Tn col. 61g, &c. 


Lightfoot, Vol. 2. p. 354, 444, 1160. | 
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we will rejoite and be glad in it. Save now, 
J befeech thee, O Lord. O Lord, I beſeech 
_ thee, ſend now proſperity. Bleſſed be be that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. 'We 'have 
Bleſſed you out of the houſe of the Lord. God 
7s the Lord which hath ſhew'd us Light. Bind 
tbe ſacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of 
the altar, Thou art ny God, and I will praiſe 
thee ;, thou art my 000 I will exalt thee. O 
give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for 
his mercy endureth for ever ©, For my own 
part, it would be agreeable to me, if this 
was always ſung at the celebration of 
this ordinance. But to return to my argu- 
ment. This hymn, or pſalm, was ſung by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as a church; which, 
though one of the leaſt of the churches; yet 
the pureſt that ever was on earth; where 
Chriſt ſung, according to his promiſe made 
long before, when he ſaid *, I vill declare 
thy name unto my bᷣrethren: In the midſt of 
the congregation will I praiſe thee ; which 
the author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, cites 
in this manner; Iwill declare thy name unto 
my brethren, and in the midſt of the churcb 
vill T fing praiſe unto thee, d puviow os; will I 
ing @ bymn unto thee * ; which he accord- 
ingly did fing in the midſt of the congrega- 
tion, the church, among his brethren, the 
Apoſtles, at the inſtitution of the ſupper; 
„ Plal, cxviii, 21, to the end, Pal. xii. 22. Heb. 
1%%ù! A ꝛ¹Ü¹Ü¹ ine 1 = OE. | 
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and is an example we ought te follow at, the: 
adminiſtration of that ordinance.* - 
The church at Corinth, in the times of che 
Apoſtles, ſung pſalms: There were, indeed, 
ſome diſorders among them, in the perform- 
ance of this, as well as other parts of public 
worſhip, which the Apoſtle Paul endea- 
vours to rectify in his epiſtle to them; Heu 
is it then, brethren? ſays he, oben ye come 
together, every one of you hath a pſalm, bath 
a doftrine, bath & tongue, hath a revelation; 
hath an interpretation ; let all things be done 
to edifying.* where he does not tans them 
for thoſe things, provided care was taken 
to avoid confuſion, and that the edification 
of each other was regarded: And what he 
ſays in my text, with reſpect to himſelf and 
his own conduct in the diſcharge of both 
the duties of prayer and ſinging, is deſigned 
as an example and an ini to this 
chmee 
The book of Revelations is a repreſenta- 
tion of the ſtate and condition, ſervice and 
ſufferings of the churches of Chriſt on earth, 
in the ſeveral periods of time, until his ſe- 
cond coming; in which we have frequently 
an account of their being concerned in this 
work of ſinging *, either the Lamb's new 
ſong, or the ſong of Moſes, or both; and 
which is repreſented as their employment. 


f 1 Cor. xiv. 26. E Rev. v. 9, 10. and xiv. I, 3. and 
Av. 3 4 xix. 8 


more 
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more or leſs, until the end of time. Now, 


ſince we have propheſy, precept, and prece- 


dient, for the practice of ſinging in New 


Teſtament churches, none ſhould ſcruple 
the performance of it. But, before I diſmiſs 


this part of my ſubject, it will be neceſſary 


to give an anſwer to the two following 
queries. „ CL ORE PIT Ty _ 
(.) Whether women ſhould fing in pub- 

lie, or in the churches ? The reaſon of this 


query is, becauſe the Apoſtle ſays", Let your 
women keep filence in the churches ; for it is 
not permitted unto them to ee but they 
are commanded to be under obedience, as alſa 
ſaith the law. And if they will learn any 
thing, let them as their husbands at home ; 


for it is a ſhame for. women to ſpeak in the 


church, From whence it is inferr'd, that if 
women are to be ſilent, and not ſpeak in the 


church, then they are not to ling or _ to 
themſelves and others, in pſalms 


ymns, 
and ſpiritual ſongs, To which I anſwer, 
that jt is evident the Apoſtle is to be under- 


ſtood of ſuch kind of ſpeaking in public, as 


carries in it authority over the man, which 
ſinging does not; ſo he explains himſelf in 
another place, Let the women learn in filence, 
in all ſubjeftion But I ſuffer not a woman to 


teach, nor to ufurp authority over the man, 
hut to be in filence', It is certain, that all 


". Cor. Liv. 343 35: * 0 E. ü. 1, 624 


king 
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kind of ſpeaking in the church, is not for- 
bidden to women; otherwiſe it would not 
be lawful for them to give an account of the 
work of God upon their ſouls, by word of 
mouth; nor could they be witneſſes for or 
againſt any member of the. church charge- 
able with any iniquity. In theſe and ſuch 
like caſes, they have, no doubt, a right, and 
ſhould have the liberty of ſpeaking in the 
church: As for ſinging of pſalms, though, 
as an ancient * writer obſerves, * The Apo- 
ſtle commands women to be ſilent in the 
church; yet they are capable of performing 
this ſervice well, which is agreeable to eve- 
ry age, and fit for both ſexes And indeed, 
if this is a part of moral worſhip, as, I think, 
I have ſufticiently prov'd it is, it muſt be a 
duty belonging to them, and binding on 
them : Beſides, it has been practiſed by them 
in all ages of the church. Miriam, and the 
Ijraelitiſh women, ſung, as well as Moſes and 
the children of 1/rael, at the Red Sea; as 
did alſo Debora with Barak; and not to 
take notice of the ſinging women in the 
temple ſervice, there is a prophecy of goſ- 
pel times, in which it is ſaid ', that a great 
company of the blind and lame, with the wo- 
man with child, and ber that travaileth with 


3 Þ Mulieres Apoſtolus in eccleſia tacere jubet, pſalmum etiam 0 
bene clamant ; hic omni dulcis aetati, hic utrique aptus eſt ſexui. 
Ambeoſ. in Pſal. i. | | | 


Jer. xxxi. Sm], 
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child,” ſhould' en and fing in tbe height: of 
Dion; and RO * elſe is the woman t 
Propbe ing, which the Apoſtle does not 
MEG to, though he does to her doing it 
with her head uncover d, any other than her 
| nnging of. pſalms? as is well judged by a 
learned writer, ſince propheſy is explain- 
ed by the ſame Apoſtle, by ſinging as well 
as by praying and preaching in another 
of ce . * Mr inn 5 BP 7 . 


(2) It ig a caſe of conſcience with ſome; 
whether they ſhould ſing in a mix'd multi- 


tude, or in the preſence of unbelievers, they 
joining with them. The ſolution of which, 
would attempt in the following manner; 
moral worſhip, is binding on all men. with- 
but exception, believers and unbelievers; 
the former; indeed, are the only perſons 
vrho are capable of performing it in a ſpiri- 
tual and evangelie manner; but the latter 
may have a ſenſe of God's goodneſs upon 
their minds, and be able to praiſe him for 
their temporal mietcies, though they cannot 
do it in faith; nor without ſin; nor indeed, 
can they perform à natural or civil action, 
any more than a moral one, without ſin; for 
the plowing of the wicled is fin v: But it does 
| not from hence follow, that a man muſt not 


V1 Cor. xi. 5. 


n Lightfoot, Vol. 2. p. 785, 117. ( 
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1 or perform any civil action, beeauſt 
ſins in it. And ſo likewiſe it ought not 
to be concluded, that a man ſhould not pray, 
or ſing pſalms, or perform any other me 
action, becauſe he cannot do it in ſpiritual 
way; for it is better for him to do it in che 
beſt way he can, than not at all. But, ſups 
poſing that it is not the duty of unbelievers 
to ſing pfalms, it will be very difficulc to 
know who are ſuch in public aſſemblies; and 
if fuch ſhould join with you, why ſhould . 
this affect you that are believers? Wilk ciris 
fin of theirs be ever laid to your charge, dor 
you be accountable for it? Should you neg 
lect your duty becauſe they are not in theirs? 
Muſt your mouths be ſtopped becauſe theirs 
are open? Should you not rather bluſſo and 
take ſhame to your ſelves? When yow fee 


them ſo forward to what you judge is not 


their duty, and you your ſelves fo backward 
to it. Beſides, it has been the practice of 
the ſaints, in all ages, to ſing in mix'd aſ- 
ſemblies. There was a mix d multitude wHich 
came up with the Iſraelites out of 'Bgypr, in 
vhoſe preſence Moſes and the children of 
Iſrael ſung at the Red Sea, and who, very 
probably, join'd wich chem in the ſong, fince + 
they had a ſhare in the common deliverance. 
The pfalmiſt David, declared it as his reſo- 
lution, and, no doubt but it was his practice, 
when he had opportunity, to ſing the praiſes 
of God among the * Therefore, ſays 
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he; will I give thanks unto thee, O Lord, as 
mong the Heathen, and /ing praiſes unto thy 
name. Iwill praiſe thee, O Lord, among the 
people, I will fing unto thee among the na- 
Hon d. The church, in Solomon's ſong, is 

repreſented, not only as taking her part in 
the ſong in the midſt of, but as joining with 
the daughters of Feruſalem, though they 
vere. ignorant of Chriſt her beloved, It is 
evident, that the church at Corinth ſung 
pfalnis in the preſence of unbelievers, as well 
as performed other parts of publick worſhip ; 
which was one reaſon that made the Apoſtle 
ſo deſirous of rectifying the irregularities in 
this, us in the reſt; that ſo unbelievers, who 
came in among them, might be convinced 
and obliged to own, that God was in them of 
a truth. Moreover, inaſmuch as unbelievers 
are admitted to public prayers, and to join 
with you in them, why not to public ſing- 
ing ? eſpecially, ſince ſome ends of this or- 
dinance cannot be anſwered without their 
preſence; which are to declare the Lord's do- 
ings among the people, and make known bis 
wonders and bis glory among the Heathen * : 

To add no more, this ordinance has been an 

ordinance. for converſion ; I have known it 

to be ſo, and ſo have others beſides me; and 

a good reaſon this is why it ſhould be conti- 

nued publickly in our churches, and unbelie- 
vers be admitted to an attendance on it. 

1 Pſal. xviii. 49, and Ivii.g. fal. ix. 11. and 2 5 : 
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V. I come now to conſider the manner in 

which this ordinance; ſhould. be performed, 

which I-ſhall do very'briefly, and ſhall chief- 


ly regard what is expreſſed in my text, in 
which the Apoſtle is deſirous that he might, 
and determines to, ſing with the Spirit, and 


with the under/tanding alſo, 
1. With the Spirit. By 


* 


Spirit, by which the Apoſtle was capable of 
delivering out a pſalm or hymn extempore, 
and that in an unknown tongue; though he 


was determined to make uſe of this gift in 


ſuch a way, as to be underſtood by others, 
that ſo they might receive ſome profit and 
edification by it; or elſe, by the Spirit, may 
be deſigned the Spirit of God, who is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the ſpiritual performance 
of this duty. Believers, in the diſcharge of 
this work, ſtand in great need of him to ex- 
Cite their attention, aſſiſt their meditations, 
enlighten their underſtandings, raiſe their af- 
fections, ſtrengthen their faith, and make a 
comfortable application of what is ſung to 
themſelves; or, by ſinging with the ſpirit, 
may be meant, ſinging with his own ſpirit; 
and indeed, believers ſhould be fervent in 
Jpirit, whilſt they are ſerving the Lord in 


be worſhipped in ſpirit, or with our ſpirits, 
that is, with our hearts engaged in the work 
. 1 


which may be 
meant, either the extraordinary gift of the 


s 


any ordinance: As God is a Spirit, he m aft © 
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44 A Diſcourſe on finging of Plalms. g 
we are concern'd in; and then may we be ſaid 

to ng with the ſpirit, when we ing with 
 grpce'mn our hears,” or in the lively exerciſe 
of Faith, and hope, and love; for to the due 
performance of this ordinance in a ſpiritual 
Way, is required a large meaſure of grace, a 
good deal af ſpiritual light, knowledge, ex- 
perience and judgment; for we ſhould 


a 93 1 d | 22 
„ With the underſtanding alſo, i. e. either 
in a language that is to be under ſtood, or 
with the underſtanding of what is ſung *, 
Ang ye praiſes with underſtanding; or to the 
underſtanding of others; for one end of this 
duty is, to teach and admoniſh others as well 
as our ſelves; and, perhaps, the Apoſtle 
may have ſome regard here to one of the 
titles of David's pfalms t, viz. wawn, maſe 
chil, which ſignifies a- pſalm, giving inſtru- 
ion, or cauſing to underſtand, Unleſs we 
fing in all theſe ſenſes with underſtanding, 
we fing with little advantage, either to our 
ſelves or others, In a word, beſides our mu- 
tual edification, we ſhould have in our view, 
the glory of God; we are to ing unto the 
Lord not to our ſelves, or to raiſe our na- 
tural affections, or to gain applauſe from 
others, by the fineneſs of our voice, and ex- 

& act conformity to the tune; but to the glory 


of Father, Son and Spirit, who are that one 


c pfal. alyn. 7. 80 Plal. xxxii. 42. -with many oihers, 
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God, who condeſcends to inhepic the TO 
of Tfrael. Ky 1-4 % 
Having now conſider d the ſeven chings 
I Propoſed, relating to the ardinance of fing- 
ing, I ſhall — a ſhort account: of 
faith and practice of the ſaints in the 1 
firſt centuries of Chriſtianity, with reſpect 
- either to ſinging alone, or in the family, —9 
in the churches; which added to the 
tural account of this duty, may fervorhe more 
to confirm us in the practice of it. 
If che 7 N a ſett of religious per= 
ons mention'd' by Philo the Few, oat way 
cotemporaty with the Apoſtles, were Chri- 
ſtians, as Euſebius thinks, then we have 
a proof, beſides the ſcripture ones, of the 
Chriſtians ſinging of pſalms and hymns in 
the times of the Apoſtles for of. theſe Phils 
ſays, „That they not only gave themſelves 
up to a contemplative life, but compoſed 
fongs and hymns to God, in various kinds of 
| metre and verſe, and which they wrote as 
was neceſſary in graver rhyme, and which 
they not only compoſed but ſung ”” ; tho, 
bars he may intend the Eſſenes, of Ni: 
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Herphrry fays'*, that ? They kept the ſeventh, 
day of the week in hymns to God, and in 

reſt ”, There are ſome, indeed, who think ! 

they were neither, but a ſect of Fewiſb phi- 


loſophers: However this be, tis certain, 
That there is now extant an epiſtle of 
Pliny to Trajan the emperor ; in which he 
tells him, that one part of the charge againſt 
the Chriſtians was, That they uſed to 
meet together at a ſtated time, before it was 
light, and ſing a hymn among themſelves, 
to Chriſt, as to a god. Tertullian refers 
to chis letter, and expreſſes the charge in it 
thus; That they had their meetings be- 
fore it was day, to ſing to Chriſt and to 
God. Euſebius (cites the ſame, and ob- ñ. 
ſerves, that Pliny declared that he found 
nothing impious in them, nothing dene by 
them contrary to the laws, except that riſing 
early together, they ſung an hymn to Chriſt 
after the manner of a god. Now this let- 
I iu Hd lende, hv raed Ut Faouw fs 
Tos Ubures TH 349, Y iis dvdTauom. Porphyr, de Abliinenc. 
b 4D. 13. p. 16. aner PIE: 39: 2 


I Vid. Valeſ. not. in Euſeb. p, 34, 359 ꝗ 
2 Affirmabant autem, hanc l mem vel culpae ſuae vel 
erroris, quod eſſent ſoliti ſtato die, ante lucem convenire ; Car- 
menque Chriſto quafi Deo, dicere ſecum invicew. Plin. Ep. 

I. 10. Ep. 97 f. 278. Ed. London, 1722. 3 
ſe de ſacramentis comperiſſe, quam coetus ante- 
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A Diſcourſe on ſoging of Pfalms. JF. 
ter was written in the latter end of the firſt 
century, or at the beginning of the ſecond, 
and, as ſome think, white the Aae N 
was yet living. 

Juſtin Martyr, Anno 150. in his epiſtle 
to Zena and Serenus, if it will be allowed to 
de genuine, ſpeaks of the ſinging of pſalms, 
hymns, and ſongs; and directs to the uſe of 
pfalmody, in ſuch a manner, as not to wand 
our neighbours. 
 Athenogenes, a martyr, in the fecond cen- 
f by, | 2 was going to the fire, deliver'd 
an hymn to thoſe that ſtood: by, in which 
he celebrated the Deity of che * pie 
nn 
Clemens e Anno: 190, or 200. 
ſpeaking of a good man, ſays, His whole 
life is a continual holy day, his ſacrifices are 
prayer and praiſe, the ſcriptures are read be- 
fore eating of food; and, whilſt eating, 
pfalms and hymns are ſung ; and, at night, 
befo efore he goes to bed, prayer is performed 
again. And, in another place, he obſerves, 
chat © a man's love, friendſhip, and good 
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will to God, _—_— be ſhewn-by thankſgy: 
_ and fing lag of pſalms ; and he himfelf 
2 gh 4 min to Chriſt, which is 
| il e extant at bo end of his Paedagogue.' 
Tertullian, who lived about the Ane 
time, has many things in his writings, 
which ſhew that ſinging of pſalms, both 
bliekly and privately, was practiſed in 
is day in one place , he ſays, After 
waſhing of hands, and lighting up of can» 
cles, meaning at their Chriſtian meetings, and 
love feaſts, every one might come forth, and 
ſing to God, either out of the holy ſeriptures, 
or hat was of their on compoſing. And 
elſewhere *, among the arguments he makes | i 
uſe of to prevail on Chriftians to marry a? * 
mong dieinſelves, this is one; Pſaluis and 
Hymns}! — he, are hatmoniouſly ſung be- 
tween” the happy pair; and they provokg 
each other to ſing the better to their Gad 
And in another place i, he ſpeaks of hs 
e che ſeriptores ſinging of en 


tester [42 a. Jody 97 & iN aer bet x; 83 vs 
MAIN PiAopegdurn, Id. Paedagog. |. 2. c. 4. p. 165, 
$ Polt aquam manualem & lumina, ut quiſque de ſeripturis 
ſanctis, vel de proprio ingenio poteſt, provocatur in medium Dev 
eanere. Tertull. Apolog. c. 39. p. 36. ; 
u Þ Sonant inter duos pfalqi & hymni, & mutuo proyocant, 
N quis melius Deo ſuo cantet. Ib. ad uxorem, I. 2. c. 8. 
pP. 191. fo 

Tt Jam vero prout Grice leguntur, aut pſalmi canuntur, 
aut adlocutiones proferuntur, aut petit iones delegantur, ita in- 
de materlae vilionibus fubralniRiremur.” Ib. de ales, 0. 9. 
p. 1. | * 


mW; 8 | | preach- 
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preaching, ſer ons, and of 
veral parts of publick wor 


ip. And to add 


no more, in another book & he mäkes this. to 
be one part of the happineſs of a chaſte and 
continent man, that, If he prays to the 
Lord, he is near to heaven; if he ſtudies the 


ſeriptures, he is wholly there.; if he 

pfalm, he pleaſes himſelf”, . +5 3: 
Origen, Anno 226, or 230. ſpeaking, 5 

che need of the Spirit of God in prayer, adds, 


„Even as no man can ſing a pſalm or 
hymn to the Father in Chriſt, in good 


rhyme, proper verſe and metre, and in con- 


cert, except the Spirit, who ſearcheth all 


things, even the deep chings of God, firſt 
ſearches, and, as much as can be, compre- 


hends the deep things of che mind, inn 


ſongs of praiſe and hymns ; 


Cyprian, Anno 246. exhorted 8 to | 
the practice of ſinging of pſalms, in an epi- 
ſtle to him, © Let a pſalm, ſays he, be ſung 
at a feaſt, kept with moderation; and that 


thou may'ſt. have a retentive memory, let 


k gi orationem facit ad dominum, prope oft Coelo. Scrip- 


turis incumbit, torus illic eſt. Si pſalmum canit, placet ſibĩ. 


Io. de Exhort. Caſtitat. c. 10. p. 670. 
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thy voice, be thelodious, . 3 chis work 
after the uſual ma 
Ano 260. "is 


anner ®”, 
. Nepos, in Egyptian biſhs 

ereadly commended by. Euſebius, not only for 
his fairhfulneſs, labour, and diligence in the 
ſcriptures, but for his pſalmody ; which was 
very grateful to many of the brechren at that 
preſent 8 : 

1 might go on to produce e ne 
proving pſalmody to be in uſe in the church 
in che times of Conſtantine, not far from the 
third century, which, as Euſebius, who was 
on the ſpot, relates , was performed with a 
very decent and agreeable modulation of the 
voice. As alſo, in the churches at Alexan- 
dria and Milan , when Atbanaſius was bi- 
ſhop of the one, and Ambroſe of the other, 
— 45 both lived in the fourth century. I 
might alſo obſerve, what ſpiritual delight 
and comfort the great Auſtin * found in at- 
tending. on this ordinance ; but I chuſe to go 
no further than the three firſt centuries, 


8 Soger plukncs (vel pſalmus) convivium ſobrium: Et ut 

tibi tenax memoria eſt, vcx canora; aggredere hoc munus ex 

more. Cyprian. ad Donat. p. 10. Ed. Oxon, 1682. | 
Er det f wi, Mee, N 4yans Neve; 

A Ts wistag 25 PAoTWIas N f rale eaανν,Ʒu[hylua eic ie, 
) © moans ,,. I uexe viv mornet od adapar 

gon. Euſeb. Eccl, Hiſt. I. 7-.C. 24, p. 271. 
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which were the pureſt and moſt incorrupe 
ages of Chriſtianity. 
Paulus Samgſatenus, who deitted. che divi- 


nity of Chriſt, is the only perſon I have met 
with in this period of time, that objected to 
the pſalms and ſongs ſung in the churches, 
which he condemned * novel compoſiti- | 
women to {ing in 

the church concerning himſelf: His reaſon 


ons ; and yet provide 


for it ſeems to be, becauſe the divinity of 
Chriſt was in an excellent manner ſet forth 
in the old ſongs and pſalms; as appears from 
a paſſage in Euſebius, mentioned to confront 
Artemon and Theodotus, who had repreſent- 
ed Chriſt's divinity as a novel doctrine. 


« The pſalms and ſongs of the brethren, 


ſays Euſebius , which were written by the 


faichful, from the beginning, ſer forth the 


praiſes of Chriſt as the word of God, aſ- 


 cribing divinity to him“. From the whole 
it may be concluded, chat this ordinance. of 
ſinging of pſalms, as it was uſed by Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles, ſo it was continued in the 


ages next to them; and though it has been 
dragged through the ſinks of popery, yet it 


ought not to be rejected on that account: 
Had our reformers treated the ordinances of 


* 


5 * Enſeb Ecel, Hiſl. I. 7. e. 30. p. 281. 
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them . we e fhould have ad n 
dinance now in being: I. 
he can to clear this of ercey degree a | 
ſttition, and reſtore it to its native 
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